THE  IMPACT

In England, less than a month after publication,
ten prominent Indians, then visiting Europe, sub-*
mitted to the London Times1 a letter of protest and
denunciation. Much has been made of the fact that The
Times refused to print this letter.2 Seven months later
it explained its position in an editorial:

To judge from a whole series of speeches, news-
paper articles, and even published volumes, it
seems by now to have become almost an accepted
fact that The Times gave extraordinary pub-
licity to Mother India when it first appeared,
used it (with some mysterious object) as 'propa-
ganda/ refused altogether to hear the other side
of such questions as it raised, and violated the
most elementary canons of controversy by 'sup-
pressing* informed criticism.8

And, speaking directly of the ten Indians' com-
munication, the editorial continues :

This letter was declined with a courteous ex-
planation that it was an established rule of The
Times to decline all letters criticising publications
other than those for which The Times itself was
responsible. That is a rule for which there are very

1  The Timest London, March s&yth, 1928.

2 Mrs. Besant's New India, referred to this as a 'Suppression of
Truth/ August 24th, 1927.

8 The Times, London, March 27th, 1928. This editorial is
reproduced, for those who desire to read it in its entirety, in
Appendix II.
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